
                   SOUTHERN APPALACHIAN NATURE PHOTOGRAPHERS AUGUST 2019

PAGE 1

At the August club meeting, SANP member Sharon Cottrell will present 
“The Mediterranean: My Love Affair with the Sea and Lands.” Join us 
for this informative presentation of Sharon’s and husband Brad’s photos! 
Here is Sharon’s introduction to the program:
“What is your greatest love affair? The one that was highest on my list is the 
islands and land around the Mediterranean Sea. This series of images will 
demonstrate how easy it was to fall In love with this wonderful place. Love 
affairs may come and go, but this one will stay with me forever. 
In the summer of 2017, I discovered a comprehensive 85-day cruise to the 
Mediterranean on the mid-size Oceania Sirena ship leaving from Miami on 
June 23, 2018, and returning to Miami on Sept. 16, 2018. The itinerary had 
64 port days in 50 unique ports and 22 sea days. Oceania offered several 
excursions in every port. During the trip, we took 51 ship-planned and 10 self-
planned excursions. Every day was filled with an exciting place to go. 
We visited 13 countries -- Albania, Bahamas, Croatia, France, Greece, Israel, Italy, Malta, Monaco, Montenegro, 
Palestine (West Bank), Portugal, and Spain -- and 20 islands -- Lanzarote, Tenerife, Sicily, Sardinia, Cypress, 
Corsica, Crete, Madeira, Ibiza, Mallorca, Minorca, Capri, Cephalonia, Zakynthos, Mykonos, Santorini, Patmos, 
Rhodes, Bermuda, and Monemvasia. This was truly a trip of a lifetime. I am fascinated with the scenery, history, 
culture, well-preserved architecture, the hilltop villages, the whitewashed buildings, food, and people of the 
Mediterranean Sea and Lands. What better way to spend a summer!” (A redo of Sharon’s article first published 
in the Dec 2018 issue of the TVA Retirees Association Newsletter starts on p. 2, and her bio is on p. 5.)
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Portofino, Italy. Copyright Sharon Wright Cottrell.
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Sharon and Brad Cottrell having 
lunch at L'Opera Restaurant in 
Saint Tropez, France. 
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I have been fascinated with the 
Mediterranean, Europe, and Western 
Civilization since college. The Romans 
named the Mediterranean for being in the 
center (medi-) of the Earth (-terranean), and 
it’s on the surrounding shores of the 
Mediterranean that you’ll find the origins of 
Western Civilization. 

When sailing into the Greek Islands, the 
brilliant white houses of Santorini and 
Patmos and the row of windmills on 
Mykonos set against blue skies and the 
deep sapphire of the Mediterranean are 
unforgettable sights. 

The medieval walled cities of Rhodes, 
the many Fortifications of Malta, and the 

hillside villages of Positano, Amalfi, and 
Cinque Terre in Italy are a photographer’s delight.

The Mediterranean: 

      My Love Affair with the Sea & Lands 

By Sharon Wright Cottrell

Cruising is an excellent way to experience easy, 
stress-free travel since all the details of your trip 
are taken care of by teams of experts. In the 
summer of 2017 when a friend recommended 
Oceania Cruises, I picked up a brochure at my 
local AAA Travel Agency and began to browse. I 
discovered a comprehensive 85-day cruise to the 
Mediterranean on the mid-size Oceania Sirena 
ship leaving from Miami on June 23, 2018, and 
returning to Miami on Sept. 16, 2018. The 
itinerary had 64 port days in 50 unique ports, 
including some very familiar places like Rome and 
Athens, but also many obscure, exotic sounding 
ports like Bastia, Monemvasia, and Limassol that 
promised to be very exciting. This was a trip I 
couldn’t pass up.

Mykonos, Greece.

All photos copyright Sharon Wright Cottrell.

Anastasis Church in Oia, Santorini.
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Memories of sailing into the cozy harbor town of Portofino and 
the canals of Venice will stay with me for the rest of my life. The 
drives along Cap Corse Peninsula in Corsica and the Myrtos 
Beach area in Cephalonia have landscapes and beauty with no 
comparison. The climb through the mountains of western 
Madeira and the 25 switchbacks on the road from Kotor to 
Cetinje in Montenegro rival every mountain drive anywhere in 
the world. 

I have a special interest in photographing various types of 
architecture, so a top destination for me was Barcelona with its 
Antoni Gaudi Catalan Modernism style architecture. Its one-of-

a-kind style and Gaudi’s highly individualized 
works include the Basilica of the Sagrada 
Familia, Park Guell, Casa Batllo, and Casa 
Mila. The city with 1,000 windows in Berat, 
Albania, the Mesquite Mosque Cathedral in 
Cordoba, Spain, and the ancient Greek-
Roman Theater in Taormina, Sicily with Mt. 
Etna erupting in the background were also 
unique in the realm of architecture. 

The Rua Augusta in Lisbon runs from the 
cruise port to the highpoint of the city at the 
Eduardo VII Park with its superb view of 
Lisbon. Walking this beautiful tree-lined 
street made me feel like a local enjoying a 
beautiful summer Sunday morning stroll.

Manarola, Italy (Cinque Terre).

Panagia Paraportiani Church in Mykonos, Greece.

View of Kotor, Montenegro from the road to Cetinje. 

Venice, Italy.
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One of the surprise favorite ports was the city of Seville, Spain, with 
its Alcazar Palace, Plaza de España, and its Pavilions from the Ibero-
Amerian Expo of 1929.  Sailing up the Guadalquivir River from the 
Atlantic coast to Seville was a surprise event that is only possible on 
smaller ships like the Sirena. 

A highlight for many cruisers was visiting the port of Haifa in Israel. 
Excursions from there took us to Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Nazareth, 
Jordan River, Capernaum, Mount of Beatitudes, and the Sea of 
Galilee. We were able to see the Western Wall, the Via Dolorosa, 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre (Church of the Resurrection) in 
Jerusalem, the Basilica of the Annunciation in Nazareth, and the 
Church of The Nativity in Bethlehem. 

My favorite cuisine has always been Mediterranean.  Our 
Mediterranean cruise gave us the chance to try authentic tastes and 
flavors from many of the world’s favorite culinary hot spots. From the 
fresh seafood in the South of France to rustic Italian cooking and crisp 
Greek salads, there were mouthwatering surprises everywhere we 
traveled. The chefs created special meals from the local ports, giving us 
plenty of opportunities to try different types of food. One of our superb 
dining experiences was in the town of St. Tropez at L’Opera restaurant, 
located along the waterfront with sailboats and yachts lining the bay. I 
could not have asked for a more pleasant 
Mediterranean setting for a lunch of great 
French Cuisine.

Basilica of the Annunciation in Nazareth.

Mesquite Mosque Cathedral in Cordoba, Spain.

Plaza de Espana in Seville, Spain.
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The cruise ship setting is the perfect place to meet 
new friends from many countries, cultures, and 
occupations. The daily trips and excursions in and 
around the port cities allow one to meet and interact 
with many local people in shops and restaurants in 
every region. Interacting with the tour guides on the 
excursions also gives great insights to the cultures 
and traditions of the local people. These are 
wonderful opportunities to see the world through the 
eyes of others and to live in their world for a short 
time. 

Our cruise director passed along the following 
quotes that will make all adventurous travelers feel 
good about their explorations: 

“Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow 
mindedness, and many of our people need it sorely 
on these accounts.  Broad, wholesome, charitable 
views of men and things cannot be acquired by 
vegetating in one little corner of the earth all one’s 
lifetime.”  Mark Twain 1835 A.D., from The Innocents 
Abroad. 

“The world is a book, and those who do not travel 
read only a page.”  Saint Augustine of Hippo, 354 A.D.  
(Saint Augustine of Hippo was a Roman African, early 
Christian theologian and philosopher from Numidia 
whose writings influenced the development of 
Western Christianity and Western philosophy.) 

Have you paid your 2019 membership 
dues? 

Revised SANP bylaws now state that member-
ship dues are to be paid in January each year.
The process is simple. Print the 2019 
membership form, which is available on the 
website, and mail the form and your check to 

Allan Glazer 
2241 Breakwater Dr. 
Knoxville, TN 37922 

Please complete the entire form, including your 
email address and phone number, so that Allan 
can make sure the membership list is accurate.
Members new to SANP between June and 
December 2018 do not have to pay again until 
January 2020.

Our thanks to Sharon Wright Cottrell for giving us per-
mission to recreate this article on Sharon and Brad’s trip to 
the Mediterranean (starting on page 2), which first appeared 
in the Dec 2018 TVA Retirees Association Newsletter.

Bio for Sharon Wright Cottrell 

Since Sharon started photography about 15 
years ago, she has had over 75 winning photos 
in various photo contests, including 10 for the 
Knox Heritage Art and Architecture Tour. She 
wrote a book on the Architecture of Knoxville 
which includes photos of many Knoxville 
historic buildings. In 2012 she won Insight 
Vacations International Photo Contest with 
her photo of Santorini, which was published in 
the Insight Vacations 2013 Tour Catalog, in the 
2012 AAA Going Places Magazine, and 2011 
Inside TVA Newspaper. In September 2015, 
she was published in the TVA Retiree 
Association Newspaper detailing her World 
Cruise. In December 2018, she was published 
in the TVA Retiree Association Newsletter 
again detailing her 85-day Mediterranean 
Cruise (this article is reproduced in this 
newsletter, pp. 2-5). 
Sharon enjoys landscape, travel, and 
architecture photography. Sharon has twice 
judged the Camera Club of Oak Ridge yearly 
salon and the Le Conte Photographic Society 
monthly competition.
Since she retired, her photography has led her 
to 6 continents and 50 countries around the 
world.

Monemvasia, Greece.

http://www.sanp.net/pdf/SANP-membership-form-2019.pdf
http://www.sanp.net/pdf/SANP-membership-form-2019.pdf
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Future 2018 Meetings
Sept 2019 Barry Spruce (Bird

Photography)

SANP Officers
President: Kendall Chiles

865-363-1525  
kchiles@knology.net 

Vice President: Ed Stickle
Secretary: Ron Sentell
Treasurer: Steve Shackleford
Field Trips: Jim Britt
Membership: Allan Glazer
Website & Newsletter: 

Ron & Sharon McConathy

Board Members
2019: Jim Britt

Holland Rowe
Paul Schubert

2020: Ed Dumas
Ron McConathy
Ron Sentell

2021: Sharon Cottrell
Charlie Samuels
Ed Stickle

CAMERA CLUB COUNCIL OF TENNESSEE (3CT) 
SANP is a member club of 3CT, which is a network of 

photography clubs from across Tennessee and neighboring 
states. Their monthly newsletter (over 20 pages) includes 
information about meetings and events for member clubs.

Check out their website at www.3ct.org; past newsletters 
can be found under the “Publications” link at the top of the 
home page. You can also visit their Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/CameraClubCouncilOfTennessee. 

3CT welcomes your input! Photos, club announcements, 
events, contest winners, meeting information, etc. may be 
emailed to the Newsletter Editor: newslettereditor@3ct.org.

“Thirteen photographers all in a row,” 2019 Salon, People 

in Nature category, copyright Mike Boyd. 

“I walk, I look, I see, I stop, 
I photograph.” 

--Leon Levinstein   

SANP’s Meeting Place: 
Cedar Springs Presbyterian’s Watershed Building at 
9132 Kingston Pike, Knoxville   

Turn into the church parking lot, go to the fourth lane and turn 
right. The Watershed Building is straight ahead. Once you enter 
the main door, walk straight back to find the Ramsey Cascades 
Room. 

Salon Projected Images Coordinator 
Needed 
We need a volunteer for the 2020 Salon to 
be responsible for photographs submitted 
in the Projected Images Division. 
Responsibilities include receiving, 
organizing and projecting the photographs 
for judging; creating and projecting the 
images by category for the salon dinner; 
and transferring the photos for posting on 
the SANP Zenfolio website and for future 
use in the newsletter and SANP website. 

If you are interested in this position or 
have questions, please contact Ron Sentell 
at 865-441-2937 or email him at 
ron@sentell.org. 

Filling this position is necessary for the 
SANP Salon projected images to continue 
in 2020. Please consider volunteering.

mailto:kchiles@knology.net
http://www.3ct.org/publications/newsletters/
http://www.3ct.org
http://www.facebook.com/CameraClubCouncilOfTennessee
mailto:newslettereditor@3ct.org
http://www.3ct.org/publications/newsletters/
http://www.3ct.org
http://www.facebook.com/CameraClubCouncilOfTennessee
mailto:newslettereditor@3ct.org
mailto:kchiles@knology.net

