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    Bill Lea returns to present May’s program, 
which he has titled, “My Approach to Nature 
Photography, 2016-2017.” For each of the 154 days 
he photographed during the last year, Bill chose his 
favorite photo. Join us on May 30 for a glimpse 
into Bill’s thought process as he chose his best 
photo of each day. Bill says that sometimes a great 
photo is just pure luck, but most of the time he is 
at a particular location ready to click the shutter at 
a specific time for a well-thought-out reason. He 
will share his approach with us, hoping it may 
provide some ideas we might want to consider as 
well.

Bill describes the bear photo on the right:

This was my favorite photograph that I took on 
August 17, 2016. It was an overcast day, so it was 
perfect for photographing in a forest setting. I took 
290 photographs this particular day, but this was my 
favorite. Bears are so misunderstood and are often 
thought of as an aggressive animal, but they are not.  

They are shy and reclusive animals simply seeking 
peace within their own world. I loved the relaxed 
moment this large male bear was sharing with me, 
but when he gave this particular look, I thought it 
conveyed his unique personality and most of all, the 
story I wanted others to see -- the softness of an 
everyday moment in a black bear’s life. 

Contents: p. 2, Bill Lea’s bio; Meet our new members; Membership renewal; pp. 3-4, Community Outreach Program.

SANP NEWSLETTER
May Monthly Meeting

Tuesday, May 30, 2017  Social: 6:30p  Meeting: 7p  Goins Auditorium, Pellissippi State CC

Clingman’s Dome Sunrise (see p. 2 for description). Copyright Bill Lea.

Bill Lea’s favorite image from Aug. 17, 2016.

See page 2 for Bill’s bio.
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Photographing the wonder of wildlife, wildflowers, 
landscapes, and a variety of other natural subjects 
from the Canadian Rockies to South Florida has long 
been a passion for Bill Lea. Capturing intimate images 
of wildlife and landscapes in “just the right light” has 
long been the trademark of Bill’s photography.  

However, he may be best 
known for his portrayal of 
black bears, the Great 
Smoky Mountains, and the 
Florida Everglades.  

Photographing black bears 
for more than two decades 
has provided Bill with 
extraordinary opportunities 
to learn about bears. For 
nearly 20 years, Bill has 
been presenting education-
al programs throughout 
western North Carolina 
and Eastern Tennessee in 

an effort to dispel the many myths and untruths about 
bears. He has appeared on Dateline NBC, National 
Public Radio, Midwest Outdoors, Animal Planet, 
local radio stations, news stations, and a variety of 
other programs. Bill lived among bears for two to 
three months per year for nearly a decade. He 
currently posts a bear photo and educational message 
nearly every day on his Facebook page: 
(www.facebook.com/BillLeaPhotography) 

The enjoyment of sharing the wonder of black bears 
and nature with others is second only to Bill’s desire 
for promoting a respect for all wildlife and the natural 
world. If you would like to see more of Bill’s photos, 
please visit his website, www.BillLea.com. 
Bill Lea describes the Clingman’s Dome Photo, p. 1: Many of 
us have photographed sunrise from Clingmans Dome Parking 
Lot. Many have seen the valley filled with fog. This particular 
morning there was no fog -- just smoke! Notice its 
transparency –- you can see right through it. A temperature 
inversion the morning of Nov 8, 2016, was holding the smoke 
down. Near the center of the image in the distance is a small 
boiling-up of smoke where a fire must have been burning a 
little extra hot. The sea of smoke capped by an unusually nice 
sunrise seemed to contrast the beauty of a Smoky Mountain 
morning with the sadness of so many fires burning. This was 
one of the most amazing mornings I have ever witnessed from 
Clingmans Dome.

Bio: Bill Lea, Nature 
Photographer and Bear Expert

Membership Dues for 2017/18
It’s that time again. Dues for the 2017/18 are payable 
now. Dues remain the same as in past years. Full 
membership is $25 and family membership is $35. See 
http://www.sanp.net/joining.html for other membership 
options.

Renew your membership now by completing the form 
at the end of the newsletter and sending a check to 
Alan Glazer at the address on the form.

Bill Lea.

Meet our new members...
Joel Ownby, 68-year-old retired supervisor for 
Cemex Cement Co., whose interest in photography 
began at age 19 with a Canon Model FX SLR, got back 
into photography (after a 
short break) with a 
point and shoot to 
shoot karate matches. 
From there he advanced 
from one DSLR to six. 
Now he photographs 
everything (except 
weddings), including 
people and all kinds of 
events. His passion, 
however, is nature, landscape, flowers, birds and other 
wildlife, including macro.  In addition to SANP,  Joel is 
also a member of LeConte Photographic Society, for 
which he is the event coordinator.  For Joel, 
photography is not only a business but a passion as 
well.  Welcome to SANP, Joel!

Bryce Gibson, an interior designer at Cope 
Architecture, a local architectural firm, whose 
photographic interests are primarily wildlife, 
landscapes, waterscapes and macro. However, most of 
his time behind the camera is spent underwater 
documenting our local fishes.  Tennessee is the most 
diverse state in the 
country, having well 
over 300 native 
species and another 
25 or so introduced 
species. Bryce is 
usually looking for 
interesting 
behaviors such as 
spawning, nest 
building and 
aggressive/agonistic 
behavior and also rare and threatened species.  He has 
been published in various state wildlife magazines and 
can be found on Instagram @brycegibsonuwp.  
Welcome to SANP, Bryce!

http://www.facebook.com/BillLeaPhotography
http://www.facebook.com/BillLeaPhotography
http://www.BillLea.com
http://www.BillLea.com
http://www.sanp.net/joining.html
http://www.sanp.net/joining.html
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SANP’S COMMUNITY OUTREACH PROGRAM             
Learn about the efforts of several club members to offer slide shows to various organizations in our community.

Think back on SANP meetings where a club member was presenting a slide show of images from some spectacular 
location. For a short while, you were transported to that locale, imagining what it would be like to be there and see all that 
scenery for yourself.  With this in mind, several members have joined forces to take their shows “on the road” so that 
others can experience the wonder of our natural world with them, even if just for a short while. Read on to see why these 
folks go to all the trouble to create these shows, load up equipment, drive sometimes many miles, set up, present, and then 
take down, drive back, and unload. Whew! it’s an effort but, according to these folks, well worth it.  You can find show topics 
on the website, http://www.sanp.net/outreach.html and sample photos from those shows on newsletter page 4. Quote 
from Larry Perry: “Once you make a presentation, you will be hooked and love it.  Any of our outreach group will be more than 
glad to help you do a program; all you have to do is just ask.”

Ed & Lauren Langston
Ed and Lauren describe 
themselves as “Adventure 
Travelers who take our cameras 
along.” Active volunteers, a few 
years ago they sought ways that 
their photos might benefit 
others. With advice from Larry 
Perry, they purchased hardware 
and software for presenting 
short programs. Their 10- to 12-
minute sound and light programs 
are developed with their audiences' attention spans in 
mind. Show music matches the images (e.g., African 
music for Africa shows). Ed and Lauren accept no 
payment for their outreach activities, taking instead 
audience smiles and appreciation as their reward.  

Mike Naney
Mike has been fortunate 
to see and photograph 
nature’s beauty during 
adventures both near and 
far from home. He enjoys 
sharing these visual 
experiences with others 

and is rewarded by stirring in viewers some sense of the 
awe and joy he felt.

Ron & Sharon 
McConathy
Sharing images of their travels 
with others is always enjoyable. 
The images represent their view 
of the world and let others see 
how beautiful and amazing the 
world can be. Senior citizens, 
both in and out of care facilities, 
are less likely to travel and enjoy the associated sights. 

The presentations may show them places they have not 
seen or even rekindle old memories from their own 
trips. The McConathys say that bringing joy and 
pleasure to others is kind of intoxicating. It is a way to 
“give back” to others. Their programs, ranging from      
30 minutes to an hour, often include narration with 
interesting information about the featured location.

Larry Perry
To Larry, photography is a win, 
win, win hobby. You win when 
you are out enjoying nature and 
photographing God's beautiful 
work. You win when you see 
the images on your computer 
screen and turn them into 
digital slide shows with music. 
And you really win when you 
present the program to others! 

You never know who you are going to touch when you 
present your program. Larry, who has been doing 
programs for many years, says that the one who benefits 
the most is you!!! 

Ron Sentell
To Ron, seeing the majestic 
expanse of Cades Cove in the 
winter, with snow on the 
mountains, frost on the 
meadows, and icicles hanging 
from tree branches, invokes a 
sense of wonder. Sharing his 
photos with those unable to 
get out, he sees a sense of 
wonder and joy on their faces. In facilities where short-
term memory is gone but long-term memories remain, 
he hears expressions of awe and past fond memories 
repeated over and over. And that is a joy for him as well!  
This sharing with others is time well spent!
[Ron Sentell is coordinator of the Outreach Program.]

http://www.sanp.net/outreach.html
http://www.sanp.net/outreach.html
mailto:ron@sentell.org?subject=Inquiry%20about%20SANP%20Outreach%20Program
mailto:ron@sentell.org?subject=Inquiry%20about%20SANP%20Outreach%20Program
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SANP’S COMMUNITY OUTREACH PROGRAM  (CONTINUED)           
Check out a few photos from some of the presentations in the Community Outreach Program.

John Oliver Cabin, copyright Ron Sentell, from the 
presentation “Four Seasons of the Smoky Mountains,” which 
includes photos spanning the seasons in the park.

Eilean Donan Castle, copyright Ron McConathy, from the 
presentation “Enchanting Scotland,” featuring beautiful 
scenery, interesting people, and informative narration.

Wolf Jumping, copyright Larry Perry, from one of several 
presentations featuring animals in the wild.

Iguazú Falls, copyright Mike Naney, from “Iconic 
South American Landscapes,” featuring the world’s 
largest waterfall complex, Iguazú National Park, 
bordering Argentina and Brazil.

Vumbura Plains Sunset Lion, copyright Ed & Lauren Langston, 
from African Photo Safari, Botswana, featuring animals and 
scenery.
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Future 2017 Meetings
August 29! ! TBA 

SANP Officers
President: Kendall Chiles
! 865-363-1525  

kchiles@knology.net 
Treasurer: Steve Shackleford
Field Trips: Kris Light, Bob Turney
Membership: Allan Glazer
Website & Newsletter: 
! Ron & Sharon McConathy

Board Members
2018: ! Sharon Cottrell
! Steve Shackelford
! Ed Stickle
2019:! Jim Britt
! Holland Rowe
! Paul Schubert
2020:! Ed Dumas
! Ron McConathy
! Ron Sentell

“I once had a sparrow alight upon my shoulder for 
a moment, while I was hoeing in a village garden, 
and I felt that I was more distinguished by that 
circumstance that I should have been by any
epaulet I could have worn.”

--Henry David Thoreau 

CAMERA CLUB COUNCIL OF TENNESSEE (3CT)
SANP is a member club of 3CT, which is a network of 

photography clubs from across Tennessee and neighboring 
states. Their monthly newsletter (over 20 pages) includes 
information about meetings and events for member clubs.

Check out their website at www.3ct.org; past newsletters 
can be found under the “Publications” link at the top of the 
home page. You can also visit their Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/CameraClubCouncilOfTennessee.

New SANP Board Members
The SANP Board is comprised of nine 
volunteers who serve for three years. Each 
year three people rotate off and three new 
people are elected to the board. If you are 
interested in serving on the Board, or have 
a suggestion of someone you think would 
be a good candidate, please contact 
Kendall Chiles at kchiles@knology.net. 

Thanks to Ed Dumas, Kris Light and Ron 
McConathy for their service for the last 
three years, and welcome aboard to Ed 
Dumas, Ron McConathy and Ron Sentell!

Home Builder at Work, 2017 Salon, 1st, 

Wildlife, copyright Mike Boyd. 

mailto:kchiles@knology.net
mailto:kchiles@knology.net
http://www.3ct.org/publications/newsletters/
http://www.3ct.org/publications/newsletters/
http://www.3ct.org
http://www.3ct.org
http://www.facebook.com/CameraClubCouncilOfTennessee
http://www.facebook.com/CameraClubCouncilOfTennessee
mailto:kchiles@knology.net
mailto:kchiles@knology.net



