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    Joe Anderson, former Knoxvillian, will be speaking at the April 25th SANP meeting. Joe has 
been working on a TV series that will probably be airing on National Geographic or National 
Geographic Wild early next year. “Refuge Wild” tells the story of the men and women who work 
for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and their task of managing and 
protecting America’s Refuge System, which covers over 840 million 
acres. The weekly hour-long episode will show how these people 
work to save more than 1600 endangered species and protect 
threatened plant life. This production will not only prove to be 
educational, but it is also exciting. 

A teaser of the series will be shown and discussed at the meeting. 
You will be amazed at the wildlife encounters Joe has captured on 
video. Plus you'll get to see some of the images he has taken while 
traveling throughout the 566 U.S. refuges as a volunteer ranger.

See page 2 for Joe’s bio and a sample of some of his photos.

In this issue of the SANP Newsletter, you will find Joe Anderson’s bio and some photos on p. 2, an 
article about the Natchez Trace on p. 3, and a notice about board member positions on p. 4...

SANP NEWSLETTER

April Monthly Meeting
Tuesday, April 25, 2016  Social: 6:30p  Meeting: 7p  Goins Auditorium, Pe!issippi State CC

Spring Beauties along the Natchez Trace. Copyright Ron McConathy.

Joe Anderson.
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After many years in business, Joe and wife 
Murlene went to Sweden to meet family 
and stayed there for about 10 years, 
traveling and enjoying Europe. On 
returning to the states, they settled in 
east Tennessee. In 2012, they decided to 
“do less and see more,” continuing their 
passion for nature photography.

One of their life goals is to see all of the 
States. In 2013 they sold their home in 
Tennessee, bought a 40-ft motorhome, 
and now travel the States volunteering for 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services, enjoying 
every minute, always on the lookout for 
more interesting photos.

For more information and photos, visit Joe’s 
website at http://www.naturethruphotos.com/.

Bio: Joe Anderson

Classified Ads
If you have items you want to sell, contact 
info@sanp.net to have your items added to the SANP 
website and the newsletter.

Egret in the morning, copyright Joe Anderson.

Morning birds at St. Marks, Florida, copyright Joe Anderson. 

Eagle, copyright Joe Anderson.

http://www.naturethruphotos.com/
http://www.naturethruphotos.com/
mailto:info@sanp.net
mailto:info@sanp.net
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Mile Marker 444 (northern 
terminus of the Trace). The weather 
was cool and rainy, which set the 
stage for stepping back in time. 
Pulling onto the Trace, a simple two-
lane road (no commercial vehicles 
allowed) with no stop signs or traffic 
lights and very little roadside signage, 
we found ourselves taking a deep 
breath and exhaling a feeling of 
peace. The speed limit is 50 miles per 
hour; we planned to stop at any of 
the historic Trace areas of interest, all 
of which are noted in a well-prepared 
map and mile marker guide.

We stopped briefly at the Gordon 
House Historic Site, MM 407.7, but 
the most important part of that stop 
was seeing the Duck River. 
According to Wikipedia, the Duck 
River is 284 miles long and is the 
longest river located entirely within 
the state of Tennessee. Free flowing 
for most of its length, the Duck 
River is home to over 50 species of 
freshwater mussels and 151 species 
of fish, making it the most 
biologically diverse river in North 
America.

At MM 261.8, the Chickasaw 
Village Site, we wanted to learn 
about the Native Americans who 
lived in the area. As we pulled into 
the parking area and looked toward 
the exhibit, we noticed that the 
ground around the exhibit seemed to 
be covered with something 
blooming. On closer examination, 
those blooms turned out to be spring 
beauty. We had never seen it growing 
in an open field; back home it was 
usually on the edge of woodlands.

Mixed in with the spring beauty were 
some other tiny wildflowers. We 
forgot all about reading about the 
Chickasaw, but we surely did enjoy 
the lovely spring beauties!

After seeing these spring 
beauties, we noticed they were 
also abundant at almost every 
other similar stop along this 
section of the Trace. Spring was 
upon us. Even though the trees 
were just beginning to leaf out, we 
began to see other wildflowers as 
well. Violets, blue-eyed grass, and 
a tiny double-clustered white 
flower we weren't familiar with 
caught our eye. 

Twice during the afternoon we 
stopped at bald cyprus swamps. 
Wow! They look our breath away 
with their majestic, stately beauty. 
Ron's comment, with a big smile 
on his face, “I'm in photography 
overload!” The first was Cole 
Creek at MM 175.6. The second, 
Cyprus Swamp, at MM 122, was 
also lined with wildflowers.

At MM 73.5, the Dean Stand 
Site, we saw our first blooming 
trillium, a red erect variety. While 
walking along a short section of 
the original trace, we found quite 
a few other trillium in bloom. By 
the end of the day, in addition to 
the trillium, we saw small purple 
violets, jack-in-the-pulpit (not yet 
blooming), yellow oxalis, daisy 
fleabane, Mayapple, blue-eyed 
grass, tiny blue-eyed grass, and 
evening primrose. 

The last one on that list was 
found after dark in our 
campground on Sunday night in 
Vidalia, Louisiana, just over the 
river from Natchez, the southern 
terminus of the Trace.

[This brief excerpt comes from 
our travel blog found at 
smokyandshann.blogspot.com. 
Check it out for more 
information and photos.  
--Sharon and Ron]

TRAVELING THE NATCHEZ TRACE             
Excerpts from Ron and Sharon McConathy’s travel blog; all photos copyright Ron and Sharon McConathy.

 The Duck River, MM 407.7.

 Spring beauties, MM 261.8.

 Bald Cypress and reflections, MM 175.6.

Walking along the deeply eroded old 
Trace near MM 41.5.

http://smokyandshann.blogspot.com
http://smokyandshann.blogspot.com
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Future 2017 Meetings
May 29! ! TBA 

SANP Officers
President: Kendall Chiles
! 865-363-1525  

kchiles@knology.net 
Treasurer: Steve Shackleford
Field Trips: Kris Light, Bob Turney
Membership: Allan Glazer
Website & Newsletter: 
! Ron & Sharon McConathy

Board Members
2017: ! Ed Dumas
! Kris Light
! Ron McConathy
2018: ! Sharon Cottrell
! Steve Shackelford
! Ed Stickle
2019:! Jim Britt
! Holland Rowe
! Paul Schubert

“Water, thou hast no taste, no color, no odor; canst not 
be defined, art relished while ever mysterious. Not 
necessary to life, but rather life itself, thou fillest us with 
a gratification that exceeds the delight of the senses....”

--Antoine de Saint-Exupery 

CAMERA CLUB COUNCIL OF TENNESSEE (3CT)
SANP is a member club of 3CT, which is a network of 

photography clubs from across Tennessee and neighboring 
states. Their monthly newsletter (over 20 pages) includes 
information about meetings and events for member clubs.

Check out their website at www.3ct.org; past newsletters 
can be found under the “Publications” link at the top of the 
home page. You can also visit their Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/CameraClubCouncilOfTennessee.

SANP Board Members Needed
The SANP Board is comprised of nine volunteers who serve for three years. Each year three people rotate 
off and three new people are elected to the board. If you are interested in serving on the Board, or have a 
suggestion of someone you think would be a good candidate, please contact Kendall Chiles at 
kchiles@knology.net. If we have enough candidates, we will vote at the April 25 meeting. If not, then at the 
May meeting.

Current River Kayak, 2017 Salon, HM, Travel 

and Place, copyright Braam Oberholster. 
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